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OS THE REPORTS OF THE BOAHD OF 

EDUCATION. 

npHE botird of education have 
•*- been successful in detecting 
many of the jobs practised in oar 
Irish endowed schiol», and it is 
much to be wisl>ed,thal thedtscoTery 
of aljuses may be followed irp by 
effectual remedies : but too often the 
public spirit elicited by parliamen- 
taiy and other inquiries eva|)orates, 
and no good eliccts are ultimately 
or permanently prixlnced. As yet 
We perceive no measures taken to 
remedy tfie abuses so justly ex- 
posed. 

In the accouTit in the 3th report 
on the Foundling Hospital, it is to 
be feared that the representation' 
given of the members of the old 
board of that esiablismenf, may be 
found to be common to other boardsr 
managing charitable institutions^ that 
" except when offices qf emolujuent 
•were to be disposed of, it was diSicult 
out of a board consisting of nearly 
two hundred members to procure 
th« attendance of ftve once a quar- 
ter, to transact the ordinary business 
of the society." 

The board of education in their 
7th report, notice some of ttie de- 
fects attendant on the system of 
making the Iliheruian schrt)ot in the- 
Phenix Park, a nursery to raise up 
recruits for the army. More might 
have been said to point out the 
Imrtful tendencies of such ascheme, 
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but alas ! in thi& age of watr amj 
increasing military system, the voice 
of peace and her wise counsels are 
little attended to. Europe in ge- 
neral, and these islands no less than 
the continent are in danger of re- 
lapsing into all tfje horrors and bar- 
barizing efiects of a military con- 
scription, and of first censuring, and 
afterwards adopting the French 
practice in this respect. 

The large surplus of iijcome over 
expenditure i-n the funds of Erasmus 
Smith's schoolg> might be tufned to 
grieat public benefit tO' promote 
education in this country, if the 
spirit of liberality sufficiently pre- 
vailed in the future distribution of 
it.' fiijt the exclusive spirit arising 
from the connexion of church and 
state interferes to cramp the good 
that might be done. In the state 
of this country, no system of edu- 
catioa can be extensively useful, 
which is confined by any con- 
ne.xioa with religious opinions. 

The catholics will take alarm at 
any attempt to con>bine instruction it* 
school learning, and doctriaal points 
of religion. They indeed ought not 
to be connected. Instruct the youth 
in ivseful branches of learning adapt-: 
ed to his situation in life, and leave 
the subject of religion to be settled 
between him aiKl his- parents, or 
Father trust the discovery of truth 
toth? energies of his own mind in 
future life, while those energies have 
been sharpened by a good previous 
education. 

It is therefore unpleasatit toobserve, 
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that to receive any benefits from 
Erasmcs Smith's funds, the masters, 
and ushers of all schools aided from 
then) must subscribe to the two 
first canons of the church of Ireland; 
In the act of last session refer- 
red to at page 17, of the last Belfast 
Magazine, the restriction is still fur- 
ther confirmed, by making it in- 
cumbent, to ha't'e the consent of 
the bishop of the diocese to atiy 
grant, mider the circumstances of 
the act, for erecting the additional 
school-houses proposed to be built 
under the plan of extendmg the 
schools of Erasmus Smith. Such 
restrictions will essentially limit the 
benefits to be derived from this 
fund, and it is painful to observe 
that this act which was intro- 
duced into parliament under the 
auspices (if the Primate, tends 
to continue restrictions, which are 
illiberal, and which are likely to 
defeat the full efiTects of a plan cal- 
culated in other respects to do so 
much good. 

This circumstance with many 
others of a simiKir nature, confirms 
the sentiment, that the temper of 
the times as manifested in the pre- 
sent sysiem of legislation will not 
permit us to hope at present for the 
establishment of a national system 
of education on liberal principles. 
To eifict the important advantages 
of education, the exertions of in- 
dividuals must be persevered in, 
unaided by assistance from the na- 
tional purse, which would onlj be 
granted on a sacrifice of indepen- 
dence, by submitting to the dotni- 
nancy of the church establishment, 
and by increasing the patronage 
j^nd itifluence of the executive go- 
vernment. K. 
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TJAVING latelj^ had an opportUi 
•*--*■ nity of seeing a parcqlof Ame- 



rican newspapers, I was struck with 
some statementftin the folloivttvg -pa- 
per, which appeared to me to be 
just. If they teach as duly to ap- 
preciate the advantages of a free go- 
verhmfent, and prove the absunfity 
of an overweening confidence in all 
which belong to ourselve-s, merely 
because they are our own, they may 
be of service in your pages. Two 
great errors -are often combined, to 
think too highly of ourselves, an<l 
too meanly of our neighbours. It 
appears to be the prevailing fa.shion, 
unjustly and unreasonably, to des. 
pise America. In the following es- 
say justice is done to their institu- 
tions, without misrepresenting the 
tendency of the manners, laws, and 
institutions of the old countr}'. If 
we ever grow wiser, we must be 
willing to see our eirors. Neither 
individuals nor nations advance in 
knowledge without cheri.sbing a dis- 
position to search out and acknow- 
ledge their defects. a Rii.\Dr.':. 

CONTRAST BETWEE.V BlilTAlK ANO 
THE t.NiTED ST.ATES Of NORTi! 
AMERICA. 

(Extracted from the KfUianal Intel- 
ligencerf published at Waaldiigton.) 

What llien are the peculiar cau- 
ses of this unvivailed felicity ? 

We confidently answer, the pur- 
suit of a political course in most re- 
spects directly the reverse of that 
pursued by the nations of the old 
world. 

In those nations governments arc 
usurpations on public opinion ; liere 
they are direct enianatious from it. 

With them the great end of go- 
vernment is to colitroul the pabiic 
will ; here its great end is to carry it 
into etfect. 

In the old world government in 
the monopoly of a few, by means 
of which corruption and fraud riot in 
extravagance, on the blood and la- 



